WHY IS THERE SIN AND SUFFERING IN THE WORLD?

 This is one of the most frequently asked questions by both believers and non-believers.  There are many answers, but none completely definitive.  Why? 

First of all, God may have reasons for allowing sin and suffering in this world that we do not and cannot know about nor understand.


Secondly, God may be letting evil run its course in order to prove that evil is malignant and that suffering, which is the unfortunate product of evil, is further proof that anything contrary to God’s will is bad, harmful, painful and leads to death.


The entrance of sin into the world is a result of man’s choice. Adam disobeyed God’s command and that act of disobedience caused the whole of creation, both man and created substance, to come under the curse of sin.

The nature of man was changed. The nature of creation was changed.  Both were affected by sin. Creation was no longer a paradise but distorted from its original created status of perfection.


The Bible validates this understanding in the Book of Genesis. In Chapter one, verse 31, after having created all this to His liking, God observed it all and, “God saw everything He had made, and behold, it was very good” 


At that point all creation, even man, was in a state of Edenic perfection.  Man had been created in the image of God, an image of God like perfection.


In chapter five we see a change take place that shows the effect of sin on mankind.  After Adam and Eve had been removed from the Garden of Eden, because of their disobedience, they began to have children of their own.

In chapter five, verses 1-3, we read this, “This is the book of generations of Adam.  When God created man, He made him IN THE LIKENESS OF GOD. “Male and female He created them, and He blessed them and named them Man when they were created.  When Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son, IN HIS OWN LIKENESS, AFTER HIS IMAGE,  and named him Seth.”


And what was Adam’s image? It was an image of fallen man, a disobedient person, a sinner.  So then was all his off spring of which we are a part. That is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  We are made that way.

Paul states in Romans, 5:18ff, “This one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man’s act righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men.  For, as by one man’s disobedience, many were made sinners, so by one Man’s obedience, many will be made righteous.” The first man was Adam, and the second Man was the Lord Jesus. 


If that was the end of the story we would be left absolutely hopeless.  But God has not left us alone in this fallen world.  He continued to enter this world, pointing us to Himself, to truth, to moral purity, and love.


It is an interesting concept to think that God actually used sin (sinners) to bring His Son to the Cross that we might have the opportunity to obtain eternal life.


In this we see that God has not stepped away from the fallen creation, but has stepped into it by becoming Jesus. He has proven that He is sovereign over evil, suffering, and rebellious people, proving that sin and evil are utterly futile.
We know this because Jesus overcame the power of death, therefore, the power of sin.

If God were to stop all evil and harm and suffering, He would have to stop all of man’s thought processes.  What if someone thinks of evil?  Evil is destructive whether it is acted out or not.

Hatred and bigotry in someone’s heart is wrong.  The Tenth Commandment says, “Thou shall not covet.”  To covet is to lust. How many people lust almost continually?  To stop lust, covetousness, God would have to stop man’s thought processes.   That would stop his free will to choose.


If we take this a bit further, and apply it to the act of love, we encounter a real problem. WHY?  Because love is volitional. We choose to love or not love.
If we have no free will, we do not have the freedom to choose to love God, or anyone else for that matter.


Love that is not free, or is forced, cannot be genuine love. Therefore, God chooses not to limit man’s freedom to choose, even if he chooses to do evil rather than good.


If God is to stop all evil, sin and suffering, He must stop all people from thinking their own thoughts. That would destroy man’s ability to volitionally (willingly) choose to live, love and serve God. I don’t believe that God wants that to be the case.  Remember, “As a man thinks, so is he”.

So, we could say that one of the reasons that God permits evil and suffering is because of man’s free will.

ANOTHER REASON is that it is quite possible that God uses suffering to bring about good.  Sometimes God produces patience through tribulation.  That is not a very pleasant thought, but it still may be in God’s will.  


He may possibly use the suffering to save someone. For example, recall the story of Joseph in the Old Testament.

Remember that Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers. What they did was wrong and Joseph suffered greatly for it.

But later God raised up Joseph in Egypt to make provisions for the people of that land during the coming drought of seven years.  Not only was Egypt saved, but also his family and brothers who originally sold him into slavery.


Remember Joseph finally said to them, “You meant it for evil, but God  meant it for good.”


Of course, the greatest example of God using evil for good is the death of Christ.  Evil people brought Him to the Cross, but God used that Cross as the means to save the world from the judgment of sin, the wages of which is death.


But then, what about those who seem to suffer innocently with no benefit resulting?  What about the woman who is raped? Or the innocent bystander who is killed by a stray bullet? In both cases, the victims and families suffer nothing but pain and loss?  What good can this possibly be?


Now we know that God is sovereign over all creation.  I remind you of two things in this area of thought.  One is that, as the Old Testament states of God, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, says the Lord, for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

The POINT here is that our finite minds may never be able to comprehend the depth of God’s thoughts and ways. What seems wrong to us may be perfectly right in the righteous judgment of God.


We may say, “That is terrible”, but God may say. “I have my reasons for this or that taking place and I will make the judgment as to whether it is right or wrong, good or bad.”  And that judgment will be pure because God can do no other.

Let me share with you an example a Pastor gave that expresses this thought.  The Pastor had just finished a preaching session to a large group of teenagers.

He told that he noticed a young teenage girl sitting some what alone from 
the crowd.  He approached the girl and asked her name.  “My name is Patty”. He asked her if she was a regular at that church?  “No. I’m not”.

Then he asked her, “Have you found the Lord Jesus yet?” And he said, “She practically shouted, “No!”


He went on: “In the next few minutes I became a part of a hysterical, painful reaction, the likes of which I have never experienced in all my years of ministry.


Without taking a breath, Patty said, “What kind of God would allow my father to sexually abuse me from the time I was born to the time I was ten?  What kind of God would let my stepfather take over from age ten to thirteen? What kind of God would let my minster violate me?  


What kind of God would let my best friend be burned alive in a terrible accident?”


There was some intervening conversation where the minster shared his understanding of the fall of man and why sin was so prevalent in the world.


The he said to her, “Why didn’t God stop those men from hurting you?  Why didn’t God protect your best friend from the awful accident?  I can answer your question, but you won’t like it.”


“Go ahead,” Patty said. The minister said, “My answer is, ‘I don’t know.” But I do know this: you can walk through the rest of your life alone in your pain, or you can choose to hold on to a nail scarred hand.”


You see, that answers to a lot of the questions we have about evil, sin and suffering. It says simply, “I don’t know”.  In many, perhaps most cases, we can only speculate as to why such and such happens.

But as the Pastor said, there may not be a ready answer, but there is support, there is help, there is hope no matter how bad the circumstance, in that nail scarred Hand.


There is one other answer for things that happen that seem unheard of for 
the innocent.  We wonder why, say, something happens to someone who is innocent of wrong doing such as babies.


There are natural laws that are in place in our world whether we acknowledge them or not.  The law of gravity is one of those.  We cannot see gravity, but we can experience the nature of that law.


We ask why innocent babies may suffer what we feel is wrong in our eyes when they have done nothing to deserve such suffering?

I remind you that Jesus made the statement in His High Priestly prayer in John, Chapter seventeen, Verse fourteen, that gives some insight into this matter.  There Jesus says of His Disciples, “I have given them Thy Word and the world has hated them, because they are not of this world even as I am not of this world.”



In this case, hate is in the world because of sin. Had the disciple done anything to warrant this hate?  No.  All they had done was commit their lives to following Jesus as the Messiah.


They were in this world but they were not of this world.  That merely says that since they are in this world, they are subject to the whiles of this world, even if they are not spiritually of this world, and do not appear to warrant any abuse.

As an example, if I was not a Christian and you were, if we walked into a rain storm we would both get wet.  Being a Christian would not prevent you from getting wet.  

If you were a Christian and I was not, and we both stepped in the path of a freight truck, we would both get hit by the truck, even though you were a Christian and I was not. 


Being a Christian would not prevent you from getting some kind of germ that might cause havoc in your body.  Germs do not know who is a Christian and who is not.


You are in the world, so you are subject to the whiles of the world, whether it is a catastrophe or an act of hate, or some other issue.


Innocent babies may get sick and die because of some germ or other 
medical issue.  Did they die because they were bad?  No.  They died because they were subject to the whiles of the world.  

Those are things we have no control over.  Does God allow this?  Maybe so.  If so, He has His reasons, reasons we are not able to comprehend or contradict.

Does this solve all our dilemmas about the presence of evil, sin and suffering?  No. But hopefully it may help each of us to better understand why we are subject to these things in this life.


Ultimately, suffering is the result of sin.  The world is not the way that God created it and because of that we are all vulnerable to the effects of sin in the 
world.


Why does one person suffer and another does not?  Why do catastrophes happen to some and not to others?  It is because of sin in the world.


But there will come a day when the Lord will return and cleanse this world of all its sin and suffering.  What a day that will be when our Jesus we shall see!  Halleluiah!  Praise be to the Lord!
